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Since 1996, when I first joined the Worcester Housing 
Authority team, I have seen the amount of work WHA 
staff takes in making all of our communities safer and 
better.  I can recall working at Great Brook Valley as 
a Housing Manager and on a weekly basis the WPD 
would conduct a couple of drug raids and make  
several arrests per night.   Nowadays, we have police 
officers that request to transfer out of GBV because 
the property is so quiet and they can go months before 
making an arrest. 
 
At some of our high rise buildings like Murray,  
Wellington and Pleasant Tower, I would walk with  
our public safety staff and we would find numerous 
outsiders sleeping in hallways and doing drugs.  The 
WPD was making constant arrests due to criminal  
activity.  Nowadays, we still have our challenges, but 
they do not compare to the conditions that existed 20 
years ago. 
 
How did we fix all these issues from those days?   
What was the secret to our success?   Well, very  
simply: 
 We prioritized safety and invest almost $700,000 

per year with WPD and security services. 
 We made a commitment to beautify all of our  
      developments so they are the best in the  
      neighborhood. 
 We invested in our residents by creating Crime 

Watch groups and making them our partner. 
 

President’s Proposed Budget 
As a result, our communities have never been safer, 
looked as good or been as active with tenant  
participation.  However, with President Trump’s  
latest proposed budget for public housing, I am  
worried that many of these services will disappear.  
Let’s take a look at some of the services the  
President wants to eliminate or reduce dramatically. 
 
 Public Housing Subsidy – This funding is what we 

use to maintain all of our properties, including the 
one you live in.  During tough years, we see a  

      5% - 10% reduction.  However, the President is  

      recommending a 44% decrease! 
 Public Housing Capital Fund – This is a very  
      important funding that allows us to do major  
      repairs such as replacing elevators, fixing roofs,  
      replacing building systems, or replacing windows.  
      The President is recommending a 100% decrease!  
      He wants to completey eliminate this funding. 
 Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) – 

The City of Worcester relies heavily on this grant 
to fund many service programs including the trans-
portation to the Senior Center from our properties.  
The President is recommending a 100% decrease.  
He wants to also completely eliminate this grant. 

 
In addition to the programs I have listed above, the 
President is also recommending to reduce funding for 
the Section 8 program, HOME Investment Program, 
and homeless assistance programs.  These are definite-
ly scary times and the next few months will be filled 
with uncertainty. 
 
What Can You Do 

I can assure you that my board of commissioners and 
I have been and will continue to work vigorously with 
our elected officials so they understand how important 
public housing is.  Our current funding is already 
stretched thin and the President’s proposed cuts will 
destroy Public Housing. 
 
I ask that you also reach out and contact your elected 
federal officials to let them know how vital our  
programs are.  Let our President, Speaker Paul Ryan 
and Congressman James McGovern know that these 
type of cuts would be detrimental to us providing the 
same level of service we have been able to for the last 
22 years. 

 
 

President’s Proposed Budget  
Would Destroy Public Housing 
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Cheesy BBQ Chicken -  
Sweet Potato Slices          

 
Prep Time:  15 minutes 
Total Time:  45 minutes 
Servings:  24 Servings 
 

What You Need 
1 cup shredded cooked chicken 
1 cup shredded Jalepeno cheese 
1 cup barbecue sauce 
3 Tbsp. chopped fresh cilantro 
2 lb. sweet potatoes (about 4), cut in 1/4 inch-thick slices 
2 tsp. olive oil 
1/4 cup sour cream 
1 Tbsp. chopped green onions 
 

Make It 
Heat oven to 375° F. 
 
Combine chicken, cheese, barbecue sauce and cilantro. 
Place potatoes in single layer on parchment-covered baking sheet; brush with oil. 
Top with chicken mixture, adding about 1 Tbsp. chicken mixture to each potato. 
Bake 30 minutes or until chicken mixture is heated through and potatoes are tender. 
Top with sour cram and onion. 
 
 


